The request for American literature on the Swa.stika led Dr. Thomas Wilson to make an exhaustive search for information on the subject. Sueh material as was obtainable concerning the meaning and history of the Swastika, was presented in an interesting form, and as positive evidence was not obtainahle, the author makes no attempt at conclusions regarding the time and place of origin of the primitive meaning of the sj-mbol. His paper was published in the Iieport of the Ullited States National Mitseiim for 1894, and as a reprint in 1896.
It is the earliest known symbol and is itself so simple that it might have originated among any people however primitive, and in any age however remote. The straight line, the circle, the cross, the triangle, are forms easily made, meaning much or little, and different things among different people or at different times among the same people ; or they may have had no settled or definite meaning. The normal Swastika consists of four bars of equal length and thickness, crossing each other at right angles, and with ends bent to the right. The symbol was extended and spread over the entire world in prehistoric times, and no other symbol has given ri.se to so many interpretations.
Many theories have been advanced concerning the symbolism of the Swastika, and its relation to the ancient deities. It is claimed to have been of early Aryan origin, and the emblem or symbol of the supreme Aryan god ; that it so continued down the line of descent nntil it beeame the symbol of Brahma, and finally of Buddha. The possible migrations of the Swastika, and its general appearance in widely separated countries and among people of different culture, creates the principal Thp Swastika, the Earliest Known Symbol, and its interest on this subject to anthropologists. The modem interest in it as a symbol alone is subsidiary to the question of the cause and manner of its appearance in prehistoric times, in practically all countries. The beginning and first appearance of any of the forms of the Cross is also lost in antiquity, and their meaning unknown.
The word as it has been handed down to us is of Indian origin and has its history and definite meaning in India. It has been called by different names in different countries, but in recent times the ancient Sanskrit name of Swastika has been generally accepted. The definition and etymology of the word is thus given in Littre's French Dictionary: (Paris, 1852, p. 625.) Svastika, or Swastika, a mystic figure used hy several (East) Indian sects. It is equally known to the Brahmins as to the Buddhists. Most of the rock inscriptions in the Buddhist caverns in tbe west of India are preceded or followed by tbe holy (sacramentell) sign of the Swastika-Etymology: A Sanskrit word signifying happiness, pleasure, good luck. It is composed of Su, "good," and asti, "being," "good being." with the suffix ka.
In the Eevue d'Ethnographie, IV., p. 329, 1885, is given the following analysis of the Sanskrit Swastika:
Su, radical, signifying good, ivell. excellent or suvidas. prosperity. Asti, tMrd person, singular, indicative present of the verb as, to be, which is sum in Latin.
Ka. suffix forming the substantive.
The vi(!ws ()f the author as to the possible use of the Swastika are :
I. As a symbol-1. of a religion, 2. of a nation or people, 3. of a sect with peculiar tenets; II. As an amulet or charm-1, of good luck, or fortune, or long life, 2, of benediction, or blessing, 3, against the evil eye; III. As an ornament or decoration.
The presence of the Swastika on altars, idols, and sepulchral urns, demonstrates the Swastika to have possessed the attribute of a religious s}-mbol. If it was a religious symbol of India and migrated as sueh iu times of antiquity to America, it was necessarily by the hand of man. The people who brought it would have undoubtedly introduced with it the religion it represented, provided the symbol had the same meaning among the aborigines in America as it had in India. The evidence of communication would be strengthened if the Swastika and Buddhism came to America together, however as no trace of the Buddhist religion has been found here, we may conclude that the Swastika came at an earlier date than the development of the Buddhist religion. It was more or less a religious symbol in the ceremonies of the North American Indians, as were the various forms of the Cross. There being no direct evidence available by which the migration of symbols, arts, or peoples in prehistoric times ean be proved, because the events arc beyond the pale of history, we must resort to secondary evidence of the similarity of eonditions and we can only subject them to onr reason and determine the truth from the probabilities. The author is of the opinion that the probabilities of the migration of the Swastika to America from the Old World is greater than that it was an independent invention. The Indians make use of the emblem in their beadwork and in their blanket making. It is used in the necklaces and garters by the snn-worshippers, which included the Wusqnakies and Iowas. These garters are held to be sacred, and only worn on certain religious ceremonies. They call the emblem "hick" or "good luck," and say they have always made that pattern. These Swastika wearers believe in the Great Spirit, who lives in the sun, who creates all things, and is the source of all power and beiieticence.
The Swastika has been found on objects of bronze and gold, Imt the more common form was on the pottery. It fippears to have been used more commonly upon the smaller and insignificant objects. In the bronze age in western Europe, including Etruria, it is found on the common objects of life, such as pottery and bronze articles. In, Italy on the hut urns in which the ashes of the dea-d are buried ; in tbe Swiss lakes stamped in the pottery, in Scandinavia on weapons and swords, and in Scotland on the brooches and pins; in America on tbe metates for grinding corn, and the Brazilian women wore it on tbe pottery fig leaf. It was found among the ruined pueblos of the Mesa Verde, in southwesti^rn Cohtrado. and in the ruined palaces of Yucatan. Among hundreds of patterns of the Swastika belonging to both continents and to all ages, none of them have sought to represent anything else than just what they appear to be-plain marked lines.
What appears to have been at all times an attribute of the. Swastika is its character as a charm or amulet, as a sign of benediction, blessing, long life, good fortime. good luck. This belief has been handed down to modern times, and while the Swastika is recognized as a boly and sacred .symbol by at least one Buddhist sect, it is used by the common people of India. China and Japan as a sign of long life, good wishes, and good fortune. The Chinese believe it to be good omen to find tbe Swastika woven by spiders over their fruits and melons.
The author found after making careful comparisons of all the material that had been prepared on tbe subjeet, that the Swastika was confined to tbe common uses, implements, household utensils, and objects of the toilet and personal decorations. Tbe specimens of tbis kind number a hundred to one of a sacred kind. With this preponderance in favor of the common use, it would seem that, except among the Buddhists and early Christians, and the more or less sacred ceremonies of the North American Indians, all pretenses of the holy or sacred character of the Swastika should be given up. and it should (still with these exceptions) be considered as a charm, amulet, token of good luck or good fortune, or as an ornament and for decoration. 
Among tbe pioneers of

THE SWASriKA
Both on his father's and mother's side he was of North English race, having in his composition both Scottish blood and predilections. In his career he was an example of American life-born on a farm, received a common school education, and then started out to make his way in the world. At the age of sixteen he was apprenticed to a wagon maker, and worked at the trade until he attained his majority. He came west and finally located at Marietta, Iowa, whieh was regarded as the "far west" in those days, and oponed a shop for making heavy plows for breaking prairie.
He was chosen deputy clerk of the district court, and while serving in that capacity turned his attention to the study of law, pursuing his studies after the day's work. His course of studies was completed in the office of Finch and Crocker, in Des Moines, after which he practiced for several years in Marietta, where he was fairly successful. He was an active participant in the contest between Marietta and Marshalltown, which is recorded as one of the most strenuously prosecuted county-seat wars that ever oceurred in Iowa, the contesting parties coming dangerously near actual warfare. JMarshalltown finally won in the court proceedings (1859), and the onee ambitious town of Marietta has now become a productive cornfield.
At the breaking out of the Civil AVar, he was among the first to respond to the call, serving in the Second Iowa Cavalry and the Forty-fourth Infantry until 1864, when he was mustered out with the brevet rank of colonel. He then settled in Washington, and resumed the practice of his profession, chiefly before the court of claims and the Unitfid States Washington, D. C, May 4, 1902. supreme court, in which he was .so successful that he was soon able to retire with a competence.
A desire for foreign travel led to his appointment to a consulate in Ghent, Belgium, in 1881. iJuriniï his leisure he returned to his archaeological studies, and investigated the cave man and the cave Ix^ar of the Mousterian epoch, which were to be found in the immediate vicinity. In 1S82 he was transferred to the city of Nantes, and was then brought into immediate connection with the niegalitliic monuments of Brittany. Ill' W' as also given access to the original records in the archives of the department, of the trial of Gilles de Retz (or Rais), commonly known as Bluel)eard. Tie was finally transferred to Nice, where lie w!us <'iisily in reach of Switzerland, Italy and southern France. After five years of consular service, he spent two years traveling over Europe, exploring and studying wherever there was a new prehistoric station to be opened or a collection to be examined. He also had opportunity for meeting and working with the noted anthropologist.ô f Europe. lie had for many years before going to Europe taken miich interest in the study of archaeology, having explored many prehistoric mounds.
After returning to this counti-y. he became curator of the division of prehistoric archaeology in the ITnited States National Museum (1887). Bfósides the routine of administration, he published monographs, and gave pulilic lceturiis on anthropologiííal subjects. These publications have given him a permanent plaee in the literature of American archaeology: 
